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this he has given us the annotations made by Biran in his copy of the Ray- 
nouard edition of the PensSes, which embody criticisms both of Pascal and of 
the Voltaire-Condorcet attitude toward him. The book also contains a 
partial bibliography of the Biran manuscripts and of his published works. 

The results of this study are summarized in comparative statements of the 
doctrines of the two authors as to human nature, the social order, the sources 
of religious belief, the foundations of Christianity, and mysticism. I n his exposi- 
tion of Pascal, especially of the vexed point of his scepticism, the author follows 
the recent interpretations of Strowski and Boutroux, but tends to minimize 
unduly the Jansenist element in his thought and make it consistent with 
orthodox Catholicism. In similar spirit he commends Biran in his softening 
of the harshnesses of his master's ideas and in his less dualistic view of the 
relation between nature and grace. This is, of course, to ignore the spiritual 
tragedy of life as Pascal saw it, and to make unmeaning the agonies of his 
religious experience. And in general this is the impression we get of Biran's 
position, that it is an unsuccessful attempt to philosophize the teachings of 
his predecessor and to do what he had declared impossible, unite Stoicism 
and Christianity. No satisfactory theoretical solution of this problem being 
possible, there remained only the practical recourse of the Stoic's entering 
the Catholic Church. This he did, but unfortunately failed to realize that 
he had not wholly left his Stoicism behind. Our author also fails to realize 
this fact clearly but, nevertheless, he has given us materials for the study of 
a religious development which it is well worth while to understand. 

Norman Wilde. 
The University of Minnesota. 

Le Dieu de Spinoza. Par Gabriel Huan. Paris, Librairie Felix Alcan, 

1914.— pp. 338. 

This is an astonishing revival of the theory that Spinoza's metaphysics is 
a flawless deduction. The system is defended not because of its fruitfulness 
for modern thinking but because its logic is invulnerable. Grant Spinoza 
the premise of a combination of Substance and Cause and from this flows in 
"an immanent procession" the modal world in all its diminishing degrees of 
perfection. The author has not only followed in detail the famous discussions 
of vexed problems, such as the compatibility of an indeterminate substance 
with an infinity of inhering attributes and with a differentiation into modes, 
the meaning of the eternal life, of the fixed and eternal things, of the idea ideae, 
of the infinita idea Dei, and proposed a solution in harmony with the system 
as a whole and Spinoza's express utterances, but he has also refuted with con- 
siderable plausibility traditional attacks upon the system which have long 
been considered unanswerable. Notably, he upholds Spinoza in his defense of 
himself against Tschirnhausen in the assertion of an infinity of attributes 
when only two are humanly known, and in the derivation of bodies with 
figures from the figureless attribute of extension. 

It is to be said in favor of the author's manner of treatment that a sym- 
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pathetic study, even if over subtle, is always suggestive. On the other hand, 
this skilful defense succeeds partly by ignoring those questions which are now 
most vital, Hz. — were Spinoza's assumptions and method sound. The book con- 
tains valuable summaries of the Spinozistic literature on particular points, e. g., 
that of the various interpretations of the mathematical method in the footnote 
on page 31. Thirty-one pages are occupied with a Spinozistic bibliography. 

Katherine Everett Gilbert. 

Spinoza's Stellung zur Religion. Von George Bohrmann. Giessen, Alfred 

Topelmann, 1914. — pp. 81. 

The gist of this book is the contention that in the Theologico-Political 
Treatise Spinoza misrepresents his real attitude toward revealed religion. 
Although Spinoza's task is merely the exegesis of a material which he takes 
as given, he nevertheless seems to accept the point of view of revelation as 
valid. But Spinoza's real opinion, the author asserts, was that supernatural- 
ism is inconceivable. His least convincing argument is that this misrepre- 
sentation was due to timorousness and diplomacy on Spinoza's part. The 
key to the whole treatise is 'accommodation at any price." Of course, any 
such assignment of motive must be in the last resort conjecture. But the 
interpretation of Spinoza as timid and artful, while made plausible by isolated 
instances and statements, seems more like an interesting reaction from the 
traditional extreme admiration for Spinoza's fearlessness than an appreciation 
of his utterances in the complete context of his life and writings. Moreover, 
this solution of the problem of the Theological Treatise only creates a new 
problem in regard to Spinoza's personality, for with his recognized courage 
and sincerity must be harmonized these opposing qualities. It is more prob- 
able that the inconsistency of his concessions to revealed religion sprang 
from an intellectual rather than a moral short-coming; that is, he did not 
always think out adequately the implications of his position. 

The Appendix, on "Spinoza in England " (1670-1750), the most exhaustive 
study yet made of that subject, shows that English philosophers either ignored 
or wholly misunderstood Spinoza until the time of Coleridge. 

Katherine Everett Gilbert. 

Histoire de la Science Politique dans ses Rapports avec la Morale. Par Paul 
Janet. Ouvrage couronne par l'Academie des sciences morales et politiques 
et par l'Academie francaise. Quatrieme edition revue d'apres les notes 
laissees par l'auteur et precedee d'une notice sur la vie et les travaux de 
Paul Janet par G. Picot, secretaire perpetuel de l'Academie des sciences 
morales et politiques. Deux tomes. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1913. — pp. ci, 
608, 779. 

The fourth edition of the classical History of Politics first published by Paul 
Janet in 1858 under the title, History of Moral and Political Philosophy, has 
been revised on the basis of the notes left by the author and contains a preface 
with extracts from Georges Picot's excellent account of Janet's life and works 



